2023 CDSS Fall Council Registrar Report

In The Public Interest 
An introduction, I am a graduate of the University of Saskatchewan College of Dentistry 1999 and a practicing general dentist in my hometown of Regina. I have been a participant with the CDSS since 2005, serving on committees, the Council, and as President, and have now been appointed to serve as Acting Registrar in the interim. In an acting capacity, the Council has determined the focus of the appointment: to define and clarify the role and time commitments of the Registrar position within the current organizational structure; to progress the update of the regulatory bylaws; and to align the regulatory processes, policies, and standards to the decisions of Council. I will do my very best for the CDSS in the public interest of Saskatchewan. 

Registration and Licensing 
In 2022, 576 dentists registered with active licensure (503 general dentists, 65 specialists, and 8 academic).
In 2023 (as of August 31), 591 dentists registered with active licensure (517 general dentists, 64 specialists, and 10 academic)
Currently, of the 591 dentists, 82 are international graduates.

Of importance, the following four CDSS standards require a permit approved by the Registrar prior to the practice of dentistry and the specific modality. The Practice of Dentistry Clinic Facilities Standard, the Sedation Standard, the Radiation and Imaging Standard (with respect to CBCT units), and the Advanced Facial Esthetic Therapies and Adjunctive Considerations Standard.  The permit registration for these four standards has never been formalized.

Professional Conduct, Discipline, and the Complaint Process 
In 2022, 47 Professional Conduct Investigations – 38 patient complaints and 9 advertising concerns.
		38 patient complaints – 16 no further action, 16 consent to conditions, 3 to be completed.
		9 advertising concerns – 3 no further action, 6 consent to conditions.
In 2023 (as of August 31), 49 Professional Conduct Investigations – 41 patient complaints and 8 advertising concerns.
		41 patient complaints – 7 no further action, 6 consent to conditions, 28 to be completed.
		8 advertising concerns – 1 no further action, 1 consent to conditions, 6 to be completed.
In 2022, no Professional Conduct Referrals for a Discipline Hearing.
In 2023, no Professional Conduct Referrals for a Discipline Hearing.

The recent amendments to the Dental Disciplines Act via the legislation of Bill 120 will result in some changes to the available powers and actions of the Professional Conduct Committee within the complaint process.  In consultation with legal counsel, the CDSS is currently developing updates to the complaint process.
 
Standards
In 2022, 8 standards and guidelines were approved or updated by Council, including the Code of Ethics Standard and Sedation Standard.
In 2023, 4 standards and guidelines were approved or updated by Council, including the Advanced Facial Esthetic Therapies and Adjunctive Considerations Standard.

Regulatory News 
During this past year, amendments and updates have been made to the Dental Disciplines Act, the Health Information Protection Regulations, and Radiation Protection in Dentistry Safety Code 30. 



Representation 
During the past few months, I have represented the CDSS at the Canadian Dental Regulatory Authorities Federation (CDRAF) meetings in June and August, a SHA Antimicrobial Stewardship Program meeting in July, Area Practitioner Advisory Committee(APAC) in September, and the Saskatoon Dental Society meeting in September. The summary of topics discussed at the CDRAF meetings include – competence requirements of graduating dentists, the transition of the National Dentistry Specialist Examination from the National Dental Examining Board (NDEB) to the Royal College of Dentists of Canada (RCDC), remote delivery of oral health care and regulatory authority jurisdiction, recognition of dental anesthesia as a specialty, and equity, diversity, and inclusion within regulatory organizations. 

Regulatory News 
During this past year, amendments and updates have been made to the Dental Disciplines Act and the Health Information Protection Regulations.

I would like to acknowledge the ongoing efforts of all Committee members and Council members who serve significnt hours, and often without recognition, for all of their contributions to the public, the registrants, the College, and the profession.

Lastly, I would like to commend the CDSS Executive Director Jaime Korczak, Council Chair Gord Gillespie, and the CDSS team of Jessica Gunn, Lisa Cassidy, and Meagan Fraser for their dedication to the CDSS and their initiative, diligence, efforts, and professionalism in all their obligations to the public and registrants.  The culture of the CDSS has been one of self awareness and self improvement, and the CDSS staff will continue to identify and strategize any necessary improvements.
 
As always, the CDSS is a dental regulatory body, that regulates dentists by the rights of the Minister of Health, Government of Saskatchewan, via the Dental Disciplines Act 1997. This is to say, the Government delegates, through legislation, the responsibility to the CDSS to license and regulate dentists in Saskatchewan in the public interest. 

Respectfully,
Dean Zimmer

