
August 13, 2018  
 
Hi Bernie (and Marion) 

SDAA had inquired to CDSS for an opinion regarding RDA’s applying Cetacaine. You 
responded on April 23, 2018 indicating that you believed it was appropriate, but at the same time 
were referring the request to the CDSS Standards Committee. To date, SDA has not received any 
further update from yourself or the Standards Committee.  Can  you please advise where we are 
at with this? 

Susan Anholt, RDA, BA, Executive Director/Registrar 
 
August 13, 2018 
 
My Thoughts: 
 
I think this is a perfectly reasonable task for a dental assistant and the procedure is self limiting with 
very minimal risk. I don’t believe they would need any special module for this or have to have already 
completed an extra module such as cord-packing. 
 
I feel this could be done by any DA as long as the order for where and when it is to be applied is given 
by the dentist, hygienist (who has the ability to give LA), or dental therapist within the office and one of 
them is present in the office at the time of application. 
Drew 
 
August 14, 2018 
 
I am having trouble thinking of one good reason that Dental Assistants could not deliver cetacaine or 
oraqix sub gingivally, my only thought is that perhaps it would open the door to them being able to scale 
sub gingival but its a very far stretch.  I would think that after a retraction cord course they would be able 
to handle this task. I also think the retraction cord module could easily be incorporated into the existing 
Dental assistant course at SIAST instead of a extra module and this skill could be combined with their 
existing training for topical application. I hope this is helpful. 
 
Allison Mang 

August 14, 2018  

I do not see a problem for DAs to administer cetacaine for procedures that would benefit from its 
use. I like the idea of having prior approval first from the dentist, hygienist, or therapist. I feel that 
there is a bit of a technique as to administration (micro brush vs pipette) and amount to be 
administered. If this can be covered when topical placement is discussed, I feel this is adequate 
along with possible practice placement once with supervision. From what I read, there can be some 
contradictions on placement ie) not under cotton rolls or dentures that may need to be discussed. I 
don’t think gingival cord placement unit is really needed to administer. I do think a demo by rep or 
qualified dental health professional would be helpful for those out of school and covering it in 
school would be adequate. 
Thanks  
Casmeara 
 












