










16 September 2016 
 

College of Dental Surgeons of Saskatchewan (CDSS) 
1202 The Tower at Midtown 
201-1st Avenue South 
Saskatoon, SK S7K 1J5 

 
 

Re: Update from the Curriculum Review Steering Committee, College of Dentistry, 
University of Saskatchewan 

 

Dear Colleagues: 
 

I am writing to you today to provide an update on the work of the Curriculum Review Steering Committee 
(CRSC), within the College of Dentistry at the University of Saskatchewan. 

 
As you may be aware, the College (as directed by the Executive Committee’s motion to “alter the path of 
curriculum renewal”) has embarked on a renewed process to review and revise its curriculum so that the 
graduates of the College can meet the future demands and expectations of the profession. As an integral 
partner of the College, we want to keep you informed as we move forward on this important project. 

 

An essential part of this renewed process is to ensure that all key stakeholders are fully represented at 
every stage of the project. To that end, the membership of the CRSC (as established by the College’s 
Undergraduate Education Committee, UEC, at their June, 2016 meeting) has been purposefully designed 
to represent: full-time faculty, part-time faculty, students, and the profession itself. The CRSC will 
consider all options in the development of a new curriculum that is: evidence-based, innovative, and is 
not the “status quo”. 

 

The CRSC has been meeting weekly throughout August and September. In this initial phase of the 
Committee’s work, a draft “Guiding Principles” document has been developed, to be presented at the 
September 26th meeting of the UEC. This document will, in turn, be considered by the College’s Faculty 
Council at its September 30th meeting. 

 
The document itself is comprised of three parts: (1) overview of the CRSC Process for curriculum and 
program renewal; (2) the Goals of a new curriculum and program, as defined by the Committee; and, 
finally, (3) the Guiding Principles of curriculum and program renewal at this point, as put forth by the 
CRSC. 

 

Given the relatively short timeframe between the UEC meeting and the Faculty Council meeting, the draft 
document has been circulated to all faculty (full-time and part-time) and student council members, to 
ensure adequate time for review and consideration. Further, CRSC invites feedback on any matters 
covered by the mandate of the Committee at any time throughout the various phases of the process. A 
feedback email address has been established (dentcurriculum_feedback@usask.ca) and will be monitored 
by Janice Cruise (Project Manager, College of Dentistry Curriculum Review Project), who will compile and 
ensure distribution to all members of the CRSC. 



We look forward to presenting the “Guiding Principles” document at the September 26th UEC meeting. 
Beyond this next step in the process, we also want to encourage your input at any time as our renewal 
project moves forward (again, via the designated email address). 

 

Thank you for your attention to this important initiative at the College of Dentistry, and we look forward 
to receiving your input. 

Dr. Dean Kolbinson 

Chairperson 

Curriculum Review Steering Committee (CRSC) 
College of Dentistry, University of Saskatchewan 

 

CRSC Membership: 
Dr. Dean Kolbinson (Chair; Full-time Faculty representative) 
Dr. Ken Sutherland (Associate Dean – Academic) 
Dr. Reg Anholt (Assistant Dean – Clinics) 
Ms. Kelly Mulligan (Director – Academic & Student Affairs) 
Dr. Devon Anholt (Full-time Faculty representative) 
Dr. Dennis Lanigan (Part-time Faculty representative) 
Dr. Blayne Thibodeau (Part-time Faculty representative) 
Ms. Mary Tait (Student representative) 
Dr. Bernie White (College of Dental Surgeons of Saskatchewan representative) 

 

Non-voting Attendees: 
Janice Cruise (project manager & program design specialist, College of Dentistry) 
Susan Bens (consultant, Gwenna Moss Centre) 




