
Gord,  

You have included my AGM economics report as a resource for the January meeting but could 

you also include a few minutes and the information below to discuss a possible CDSS member 

survey 

  

I would like the council to discuss and refine the following membership information and survey 

question…….  

  
All negotiation with the Saskatchewan Ministry of Health Supplementary Health Program 

stopped with the start of COVID - 19. The economics committee has just restarted the negotiation 

process. The remuneration from the government’s dental sponsored program is approaching an all-time 

low and government continues to have questionable interest in open discussion to decrease the fee deficit 

and improve access to care for their clients. The SS/FHB contract is now out of date by 5 years. The last 

contract with the Ministry was roughly 87% of 2015 CDSS fee guide. If the CDSS signs the proposed 

government proposal of 2%, 2%, 1% over the next three years the average remuneration will remain well 

below 80% with some restorative fees dipping below 50% of our current fee guide. Government will need 

to address these programs and either increase funding for the current schedule or reduce the number of 

procedures covered in the schedule and remunerate those procedures at a reasonable fee. As Ministry 

remuneration get closer to the break-even point on many procedures, CDSS members may choose not to 

treat this group of patients. This has become even more evident as dental offices re-open following the 

mandated reduction to emergency services by the Saskatchewan government. The economics 

committee put forward several proposals during the most recent round of discussions with the Ministry 

and had hoped to have some positive news. These negotiations had no impact. One thing the pandemic 

has brought to light is a true definition of what a true dental emergency is. If the Ministry is not able to 

fund their current program, they may need to refocus on fully reimbursing emergency treatment only. The 

CDSS is concerned that as the Ministry reimbursement schedule falls further behind, participation by 

CDSS dentists will continue to decline. This will significantly impact the access to care for the Ministry 

sponsored patients. 

question 1 - are you happy with the current remuneration you receive from ministry sponsored 

patients?  

question 2 - would you support a reduction in the services provided by the ministry if the 

provided remuneration was closer to the CDSS current fee guide? 

question 3 - would you support pulling services from ministry sponsored programs? 

  

I believe we need a majority of our members to agree with these CDSS initiatives before the 

economics committee can progress to the next level in negotiations. A message to our 

membership must be accurate and clear so that everyone agrees with the direction of the CDSS. I 

suggest we utilize our political consultant to determine the best way to approach this process to 

minimize any pubic backlash. The current economic environment is ideal for this process…… 

dental offices are hurting due to covid fallout but it is made worse by the absolute lack for 

understanding by the ministry 

  

Todd 

  

 


