Prescription Review Program (PRP) Advisory Committee
Agenda

October 22, 2019
1. Introductions

2. Update on PRP program (e.g. staffing, organizational structure, interventions)

3. Provincial Auditors Report: Ministry of Health - Monitoring Opioid Prescribing and Dispensing (pages 95-119)
a. Review of recommendations (see Appendix A for list of recommendations)
b. Next steps

4. Monitored Drug List 

a. Review of proposed additions (see Appendix B)

5. Draft Terms of Reference

a. Discuss addition of Public Member(s) to the Advisory Committee 

6. Review of PRP schedule of services (see Appendix C for current schedule)
a. What remains relevant with current priorities, capacity and resources

b. What will have the largest impact

7. PRP evaluation

a. Determine metrics for evaluating program efficacy
8. Next Meeting

a. Action items
APPENDIX A: Provincial Auditors Report Recommendations
1. We recommend that the Ministry of Health assess the cost and benefit to patient safety of recording hospital-dispensed opioids in the provincial drug IT system.
2. We recommend that the Ministry of Health participate in a regular review of the list of opioid drugs associated with misuse and addiction that it wants monitored.

3. We recommend that the Ministry of Health establish a risk-based approach to identify concerns in opioid dispensing in Saskatchewan pharmacies.

4. We recommend that the Ministry of Health work with the College of Physicians and Surgeons of Saskatchewan to consider requiring its members to review patient medication profiles prior to prescribing opioids.

5. We recommend that the Ministry of Health determine whether the Prescription Review Program is helping reduce the misuse of prescribed opioids in Saskatchewan.

6. We recommend that the Ministry of Health give those responsible for monitoring inappropriate opioid prescribing access to necessary patient information.

7. We recommend that the Ministry of Health give those responsible for monitoring inappropriate opioid prescribing a functional IT system useful in identifying potential inappropriate prescribing practices and opioid misuse.

APPENDIX B: List of medications
1. Currently monitored by Prescription Review Program:

ACETAMINOPHEN WITH CODEINE - in all dosage forms except those containing 8 mg or less of codeine

ACETYLSALICYLIC ACID (ASA) WITH CODEINE - in all dosage forms except those containing 8 mg or less of codeine

ALPRAZOLAM

AMOBARBITAL

ANILERIDINE

BROMAZEPAM

BUPRENORPHINE

BUTALBITAL

BUTALBITAL WITH CODEINE

BUTORPHANOL

CHLORAL HYDRATE

CHLORDIAZEPOXIDE

CLOBAZAM

CLONAZEPAM

CLORAZEPATE

COCAINE

CODEINE - as the single active ingredient, or in combination with other active ingredients, in all dosage forms except those containing 20 mg per 30 ml or less of codeine in liquid for oral administration

DEXTROAMPHETAMINE

DIAZEPAM

DIETHYLPROPION

FENTANYL

FLURAZEPAM

GABAPENTIN

HYDROCODONE - DIHYDROCODEINONE

HYDROMORPHONE - DIHYDROMORPHONE

LEVORPHANOL

LORAZEPAM

MEPERIDINE - PETHIDINE

METHADONE

METHYLPHENIDATE

MIDAZOLAM

MORPHINE

NANDROLONE

NITRAZEPAM

NORMETHANDONE-P-HYDROXYEPHEDRINE

OXAZEPAM

OXYCODONE - as the single active ingredient, or in combination with other active ingredients in all dosage forms

PANTOPON

PENTAZOCINE







PENTOBARBITAL






PHENOBARBITAL






PHENTERMINE







PROPOXYPHENE






SECOBARBITAL

TEMAZEPAM

TESTOSTERONE

THIOPENTAL

TRIAZOLAM

2. Proposed additions:

BACLOFEN

CODEINE – in preparations exempted from the Regulations to the Controlled Drugs and Substances Act (Canada) containing 8mg codeine per solid dosage form, or 1.6mg or more per mL of liquid preparation

DIACETYLMORPHINE (HEROIN)

DIPHENOXYLATE

KETAMINE

OXYBUTYNIN

PREGABALIN

REMIFENTANIL

SUFENTANIL

TAPENTADOL

TRAMADOL AND TRAMADOL-CONTAINING PRODUCTS

ZOLPIDEM

ZOPICLONE

APPENDIX C: PRP Schedule of Services
The Prescription Review Program is an educationally based program that monitors for inappropriate prescribing and inappropriate use of a panel of monitored drugs. 

The principal participants in the Program are the College of Physicians and Surgeons of the Province of Saskatchewan (the College), the College of Dental Surgeons of Saskatchewan, the Saskatchewan College of Pharmacists, Saskatchewan Registered Nurses’ Association and the Province of Saskatchewan.

The College provides administration services to the Program.  

The College shall provide the following services as part of the program:

1. Generate and review prescription information to attempt to identify possible misuse of medications (s) by patients or inappropriate prescribing by provider groups;

2. Upon request from a prescriber, provide accurate and up-to-date prescribing information;

3. Issue initial, “alert letter”, to providers where data suggests inappropriate use of medication (s) by patients, or provide the information to a provider’s regulatory body to allow that regulatory body to provide such alert letters;

4. Generate prescriber, patient and pharmacy profiles relevant to the panel of monitored drugs; and

5. Generate statistics and reports relevant to the panel of monitored drugs.
