
14 October 2016 

 

College of Dental Surgeons of Saskatchewan  

1202 The Tower at Midtown 

201-1st Avenue South 
Saskatoon, SK S7K 1J5 

 
Re: Update from the Curriculum Review Steering Committee (CRSC), College of 
Dentistry, University of Saskatchewan 

 
Dear Colleagues: 

 
As we indicated in our update for the Annual General Meeting, the College has embarked on a 
new process to review and revise its curriculum.  Work that was being undertaken in the initial 
process has been halted, and we have embarked on a new process that is being led by the newly-
formed Curriculum Review Steering Committee (CRSC).  This Committee was established to 
represent full-time and part-time faculty, students and the profession (see the second page of this 
communication for full details of the membership).   
 
We are encouraged with the support and initial results experienced under this new process.  On 
September 26th, the Undergraduate Education Committee (UEC) of the College met and approved 
a “Guiding Principles” document that was developed by the CRSC.  This document was forwarded 
on to the College’s Faculty Council in the next stage of the governance process, and it, too, received 
approval (September 30th).  

 
As outlined in the document, the CRSC will be considering all options in the development of a 
new curriculum, and will ensure that it is evidence-based, innovative, and decidedly not the 
“status quo”; further, the new curriculum will continue to ensure graduates are competent, have 
enhanced clinical and research experience, and possess exceptional clinical skills.   
 
The Guiding Principles of curriculum and program renewal, at this point, include the following: 
3.1 develop an innovative curriculum based on the ACFD “Educational Framework for the 
Development of Competency in Dental Programs”  
3.2  provide foundational paths for a variety of possible successful careers 
3.3  demonstrate the principles and the applied skills of practice management 
3.4  emphasize “core” dental care principles 
3.5  utilize modern technology (including simulation) 
3.6  enhance clinical experience 
3.7  provide student experiences beyond the College of Dentistry dental clinic on campus, such as 
community outreach and service 
3.8  augment student research opportunities 
3.9  teach, demonstrate and practice cultural competency and safety 
3.10 ensure alignment between classroom and clinical learning experiences across the curriculum 
(e.g. terminology, clinical practice approaches) 
3.11 support case-based learning integration throughout the curriculum 

 
Now that the guiding principles document has been approved, the committee is now set to embark 
on the next phase of the process. 
 
We encourage your feedback on the work of the Committee at any time throughout the various 
phases of the process. A feedback email address has been established 
(dentcurriculum_feedback@usask.ca) and will be monitored by Janice Cruise (Project Manager, 
College of Dentistry Curriculum Review Project), who will compile and ensure distribution to all 
members of the CRSC.



Thank you for your continued attention to this important initiative at the College of Dentistry, and 
we look forward to receiving your input. 

Dr. Dean Kolbinson 

Chairperson 
Curriculum Review Steering Committee (CRSC) 
College of Dentistry, University of Saskatchewan 
 
 
 
CRSC Membership: 
Dr. Dean Kolbinson (Chair; Full-time Faculty representative) 
Dr. Ken Sutherland (Associate Dean – Academic)  
Dr. Reg Anholt (Assistant Dean – Clinics) 
Ms. Kelly Mulligan (Director – Academic & Student Affairs)  
Dr. Devon Anholt (Full-time Faculty representative) 
Dr. Dennis Lanigan (Part-time Faculty representative)  
Dr. Blayne Thibodeau (Part-time Faculty representative)  
Ms. Mary Tait (Student representative) 
Dr. Bernie White (College of Dental Surgeons of Saskatchewan representative) 
 

Non-voting Attendees: 
Janice Cruise (project manager & program design specialist, College of Dentistry)  
Dr. Susan Bens (consultant, Gwenna Moss Centre) 
 


