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Professional Conduct Committee Report to the CDSS Council (May 2023)

The Professional Conduct Committee (PCC) continues to operate under the mandate of the Dental Disciplines Act.

The Professional Conduct Committee is a Statutory Committee required under the Dental Disciplines Act (The Act) Section 28(1), stating each association shall establish a Professional Conduct Committee. In addition, as required under The Act Section 15 (2) (f) (i) each association can make bylaws to prescribe procedures for the review, investigation and disposition of complaints by the PCC or the mediation of complaints alleging that a member is guilty of professional misconduct or professional incompetence.

The PCC investigates and provides a written report on all complaints that are forwarded to it by the Registrar of the College of Dental Surgeons of Saskatchewan.  Following the review of each case, the PCC will arrive at one of the three decisions:
i)	Request that the Discipline Committee hear and determine the formal complaint set out in the written report.
ii)	No further action is warranted on the facts of the case.
iii)	The matter will be resolved and no further action will be necessary after signing and meeting the requirements of a Consent to Conditions agreement.

The PCC includes Registrants of the CDSS as well as a member of the public.  Since the last council meeting, there are several personnel changes to update council on.  The first is that Nancy Croll is no longer a public representative on the CDSS and as a result she is no longer on the PCC.  Nancy made great contributions to the PCC for several years and brought a valuable public perspective to all discussions.  She was actively involved and quite familiar with case history and CDSS Standards.  We are excited that Gordon Wyatt has now been appointed to the PCC.  Gordon previously served on QAC so he will bring with him a good knowledge of CDSS Standards as well as the complaints process.    While a public representative on the PCC is not mandated by the DDA, I have always felt that it helps to solidify the complaints process and brings an essential perspective to case discussion and investigation. 

In addition to the changes of the public representative we will also be losing another PCC member.  Dr. Lalli is winding his PCC caseload down as he prepares to move to Alberta.  At this time we have sufficient PCC members to meet the DDA requirements without Dr. Lalli, but ideally I would like to find another committee member to help us.

We continue to utilize Sean Sinclair to act in the role of Registrar and legal counsel for the complaints process.  This has worked well but there are some issues that will need to be brought up and discussed once a new Registrar is selected including:

a) Impact of Bill 120, especially as it relates to Section 29 of the DDA
-the entire complaints process will need to be evaluated and in preliminary discussions with Sean, we felt it was best to have a Registrar in place before initiating this process

b) PCC caseload, timelines, and expectations
-since the last CDSS council meeting there has been a slow-down on the PCC in terms of having cases go through the process.  This is in no way connected to Lisa in her role and I don’t believe it is impacted by the lack of a Registrar.  I think it is a combination of the complexity of several cases as well as the time of the year for our volunteer PCC members.  As part of the review of a) above, I am hopeful that caseload for each committee member can be accounted for, but I am also open to suggestions from council.

c) Secure E-mail system from the CDSS
-this is with respect to not only PCC, but an evaluation of best practice for communicating with Registrants and the public


Thank you to all the members of the PCC who dedicate enormous amounts of their time, experience, and knowledge to help ensure that this vital role of the CDSS is executed.  Special thanks to Lisa Cassidy who has been so adept with picking up the complexities of her job.

Respectfully submitted,
Dr. Drew Krainyk, Chair
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