
From: Bernie White
To: Drew Krainyk; tgraham@reginalakeviewdental.ca
Cc: Marion Lafrenier
Subject: Fw: SDTA - Extraction Codes
Date: October 16, 2018 10:11:54 AM
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Good morning Todd and Drew! Please see Cindy's email below and the attached document
referred to. Please reply with your comments regarding Cindy's latest discussion. Thank you.
Bernie

Dr. Bernie White
Registrar,
College of Dental Surgeons of Saskatchewan
306 244 5072 ext5

This email may contain privileged and confidential material and its transmission is not a waiver
of that privilege.  It is intended for the sole use of the person to whom it is addressed.  Any
copying, disclosure, distribution or reliance on this material by anyone other than the
intended recipient is strictly prohibited.  We assume no responsibility to persons other than
the intended recipient.  If you have received this message in error, please reply to the sender
by e-mail and delete or destroy all copies of this message

From: sdta@sasktel.net <sdta@sasktel.net>
Sent: Monday, October 15, 2018 4:42 PM
To: Bernie White
Subject: SDTA - Extraction Codes
 
Dr. White
 
Thank you for your collaborative assistance in clarifying billing codes on extractions performed
by dental therapists.  A subsequent question came up related to extraction codes that I
thought needed some clarification.  There are times in the course of a seemingly routine
extraction where the crown or root of a tooth fractures.  The tooth is then removed in two or
more pieces.  Not a routine extraction, takes a little more time but still relatively
straightforward.  Would this be considered a situation where the 71201 code would be used? 
After some thought I feel that yes, 71201, should be the code being used.  Although the tooth
was not sectioned with a drill, it has been sectioned.  Thoughts? 
 
Which leads to the question of a primary tooth that comes out in pieces.  Thoughts?
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Explanation of Extraction Codes for the Purpose of Billing  


After consultation between the Saskatchewan Dental Therapists Association (SDTA) and the College of 


Dental Surgeons of Saskatchewan (CDSS) the following statement has been developed.  This is to clarify 


the proper use of procedure codes relating to extractions performed by dental therapists.    


Codes must be used based on the procedure performed rather than what insurance will cover. All 


providers must charge the code that reflects the procedure that was provided and must not be 


altered to satisfy authorized practices or scope of practice or insurance billing issues. 


The Dental Disciplines Act allows for dental therapists to perform “simple extractions of primary and 


permanent teeth”.  


A referral to a dentist or an oral surgeon should always be made if any complications are suspected or 


anticipated, during treatment planning, for an extraction. Dental therapists are trained that no extraction 


should be commenced if the tooth or root is broken below the alveolar process and is not visible. Dental 


therapists are trained to section permanent teeth and place sutures if, during the performance of a 


‘simple extraction’, it becomes necessary. The sectioning of teeth for root removal would be an 


exceptional circumstance and should not be considered routine for dental therapists. Dental therapists 


can remove residual tooth root tips if they are visible or erupted. No attempt should be made to remove 


a root tip that is covered with soft tissue or bone.  


The Canadian Dental Association Uniform System of Coding and List of Services on which the CDSS 


fee guide is based, does not consider the scope of practice of different providers.  It is based on proper 


coding for the service performed, and all users of the fee guide must adhere to that principle. 


Furthermore, if a tooth is sectioned to complete an extraction (whether anticipated or not) the codes 


71201/71209 should be used.  The description for code 71201/71209 is the following: “Odontectomy, 


Erupted Tooth, Surgical Approach, Requiring Surgical Flap and/or Sectioning of Tooth”. (Note that 


dental therapists are not trained to perform a surgical flap.) The acceptable codes for a dental therapist 


to use for residual root removal are 72311/72319 which is “Removal, Residual Roots, Erupted”.  


For the reasons listed above, all codes should be entered accurately to reflect the service provided. The 


above only applies to dental therapists that been trained in the extraction of permanent teeth and the 


placement of sutures at the National School of Dental Therapy or have successfully completed the 


National School of Dental Therapy’s permanent extraction module.  







Thanks.   
 
Cindy G. Reed SDT
Executive Director
Saskatchewan Dental Therapists Association
On Treaty 4 Territory and the Homeland of the Métis People

P.O. Box 360  Gull Lake, SK S0N 1A0
Phone:  (306)672-3699
Fax:  (306)672-3619
Email:  sdta@sasktel.net
Webpage:  www.sdta.ca
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